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where the heathen raged, and the ungodly imagined
vain things.    They realized that it was the Land of
Promise, but chiefly through the eye of prophecy,
while the Holy City of Jerusalem, whose foundation
stones they wrought at, as they would judge if they
were now on earth, is not yet built.    It would be
untrue to say that these emigrants were mere reli-
gious fanatics ; or to say that they were knights with-
out reproach.      False history is  a   most expensive
luxury, not only because it poisons the fountains of
philosophy for posterity, but because it costs a deal
of honest writing to disprove its lies.    It is perhaps
enough to say of them that they wrought mightily
for man in that wild, aspiring drift of Protestantism,
whose outcome in politics as well as religion neither
they nor their posterity were able to comprehend.

What they thought of their own fortunes here is
well stated (1708) by old Schoolmaster Cbiever on
his deathbed, referring to the Puritan hardships ;
<* The afflictions of God's people, Gocl did by them
as a goldsmith; knock, knock, knock; knock, knock,
knock to finish the plate : it was to perfect them,
not to punish them."ary shows
